
Abstract: Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary in the Saurashtra peninsula of Gujarat, India, 
and its surrounding human-dominated landscapes are home to the last surviving population of 
some 600–800 endangered Asiatic wild lions (Panthera leo persica). More than 50% of this 
population occur outside protected areas, living and interacting with people and their livestock on a 
regular basis. These lions were close to extinction in the late 1800s/early 1900s but their population 
has since recovered. But this success still needs to be effectively managed and the current 
challenges relate to wildlife management, conservation planning and action.

I addressed the high risk scenario of a restricted population of an endangered species during my 
doctoral research and subsequently conducted field surveys and planned the translocation of lions 
to establish another geographically separated free-ranging population. There are other problems: 
every year, lions kill hundreds of livestock, injure a couple of dozen people resulting in a few human 
deaths. Given the widespread overlap, it is remarkable that the levels of conflict are as low as they 
currently are. Occasionally, there are a spurt in attacks on people and I will describe and analyse 
one such episode from an ecological and sociological context. I will also outline the current overall 
human-wildlife conflict scenario in India and the challenges this poses.

About the speaker – Ravi Chellam has been involved with wildlife research, education and 
conservation since the early 1980s, working with numerous institutes including Wildlife Institute of 
India, United Nations Development Programme, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the 
Environment, Wildlife Conservation Society - India Program, Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, and 
Greenpeace India. His current interests include conservation of large carnivores, conservation and 
management of wildlife and biodiversity outside Protected Areas, human-wildlife conflicts, 
restoration of wildlife habitats, mitigation of climate change, and the use of information technology 
to enable public participation in research, conservation and public health. 
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